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SAVE! CREENERY| & Two-~tlay meet on conservation of 2.5 lakh km hill range concludes

State urged to conserve Eastern Ghats

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, DEC. 5

Environmentalists, scien-
tists, academicians, stu-
dents and various stake-
holders urged the Central
and state governments to
get down fo serious meas-
ures aimed at preserving
the invaluable biodiversity
of the Eastern Ghats dur-
ing the valedictory session
of the 2-day national con-
ference on Conservation of
Eastern Ghats at Sri
Venkateswara University
on Friday.

The conference was
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organised by Sri Venkates-
wara University in collabo-
ration with Greens
Alliance for Conservation
of Eastern Ghats (GrACE)
which concluded on Friday
involved a number of pre-
sentations by young scien-
tists, noted researchers
and academicians with

focus on the thrust areas
including biological envi-
ronment of the Eastern
Ghats and associated pla-
ins (biodiversity, ecology,
conservation, climate cha-
nge & carbon sequestra-
tion), information systems
(remote sensing, GIS tech-
niques & monitoring), phy-

sical environment, socio-
economic environment and
programmes and policies.

GrACE chairman R.
Dileep Reddy expressed co-
ncern that the Eastern Gh-
ats which begins from West
Bengal and passes through
Orissa and Andhra Prade-
sh, touches Karnataka and
ends in Tamil Nadu cover-
ing an area of about 2.5
lakh sq.km is under threat
due to mining, population
pressure, unsustainable
development and wood
smuggling in the last sever-
al years.

To conserve the Eastern

Ghats for the future gener-
ations intact, GrACE is on
a mission for a concerted,
inclusive, macro-level con-
servation movement
involving all the stakehold-
ers to prepare a charter of
demands to be made legis-
lations by the policy mak-
ers, he added.

Meanwhile, young scien-
tists’ awards were present-
ed to research scholars, PG
and UG students who
excelled in their presenta-
tions during the competi-
tive sessions held during
the two-day national con-
ference.



